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France is one of the strongest countries in the world with one of the healthiest economies, but it could be an even stronger nation. Throughout the past few years, France’s economy has been going strong and growing steadily since the second quarter of 2009. In fact, the gross domestic product has grown by nearly a whopping 1% in the past year, which is much more than expected (Trading Economics). According to the World Bank, France has the world’s fifth largest economy, and it did not earn that ranking by doing nothing. France has an exceptional education system, which results in most people having some sort of job. However, France can still improve life for those in poverty, handle its trade deficit, as well as decrease unemployment. 


France has many strengths when it comes to the standard of living. One of them is its phenomenal education system. According to the CIA World Fact Book, France is among only 46 countries where the citizens have an average of 16 years of schooling. This means that after high school, most people graduate from college or get some kind of further education. This is likely one of the reasons its literacy rate is all the way up to 99% (CIA). France’s great education system translates into a very low unemployment rate. The CIA World Fact Book also states that in 2010, the unemployment rate was 9.3%, which means that only 9.3% of the whole population (65-million) was looking for a job. France, in the past, has had a lower unemployment rate, but because of the euro crisis it is slowly starting to rise. As a result of a low unemployment rate, France’s gross domestic product per capita is high, ranking at number 39 in the world (CIA). All of this together makes France a strong country.
But even with those impressive numbers, France could improve the gap between its rich and poor. Eight-million people are living in poverty. In a recent article by Judith Prescott, she says, “People still live below the poverty line, defined as a monthly budget of 949 euros.” That is the equivalent to $1,313 in the United States. One thing that France could do to close the gap would be to significantly lower taxes on the poor, which is currently 5.5% (for those making 5,000 to 12,000 euros a year) and raise them for the rich, at least temporarily (Angloinfo). This would give the government more tax money to use for a variety of endeavors. For example, France could take the money it gains from higher taxes on the rich and use it to create more jobs, like projects to improve the country’s infrastructure. The French people would not only be making and spending money, but France’s bridges, highways, and waterworks would be improved as well. This would create a positive impact because in order to have a good trading system you need adequate roads and other things like working electricity in order to complete transactions. It would also cause the unemployment rate to go down and the GDP to go up. The implementation of this solution would help France in the long run, and similar ideas could also be used for other issues. 


France can also improve upon its trade deficit by temporarily raising its export rates. It is stated in the CIA World Fact Book that France is exporting around $517- billion in goods and importing about $590-billion worth of goods. In fact, a recent report in the China Daily newspaper states, “The latest monthly data put France on track for a record trade deficit this year.” The more France exports of any goods, the more the annual revenue from exports rises. Hence making it possible to start paying back the country’s deficit of $73-billion. By doing so France’s already high credit rating would improve, as well as reduce the deficit. A higher credit rating increases the inclination of other countries to invest in a country because they know they will be paid back. The government could also use some of the money raised from exports to create more jobs for those who cannot find any. By doing so, the amount of people in the labor force would increase, which in turn would increase the GDP per capita. This would positively affect citizens overall because it would provide them with sufficient funds needed to buy necessities for life.

France has many strengths, and some weaknesses. France has an outstanding education system, which is a great asset to be strong in because it usually leads to a low unemployment rate. With good education people tend to meet more job requirements, making it possible for there to be more jobs. This unequivocally leads to yet another of France’s strengths: a high GDP per capita, which is currently $33,100 (CIA). Also, creating equality among its citizens is a positive factor in improving France overall as a country. Although, like any country, France has its weaknesses. By improving its poverty, unemployment rates, and decreasing its trade deficit, France would thrive even more. By making the mentioned alterations, France could achieve improving the standard of living overall. France would go from good to great, or perhaps even from great to greater! France would become an even greater role model for other countries, by encouraging them to rebuild societies, making the planet a better place for all citizens.  
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