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Everyone wants to make good decisions, but they aren’t always positive. Into the Wild, by John Krakauer is a book about a man names Chris McCandless who gives up civilization, and donates all of his savings. He then walks into the wild only for his body to be found four months later. Chris McCandless’ story teaches readers all actions have consequences. 


Chris’ decision of entering the wild and later dieing, has a very negative impact on his parents, making them care. For example, when Walt, Chris’ dad, is talking about the loss of his son he says, “The hardest part is simply not having him around anymore.” (Krakauer 104) Chris’ choice to go into the wild obviously negatively impacted him by making him care about how much he altered Chris’ life. By going into the wild and passing also makes his dad realize he should have been there for Chris before. In addition, when Billie, Chris’ mom, is contemplating about her sons’ death, Krakauer writes, “As she studies the pictures, she breaks down from time to time, weeping as only a mother who has outlived a child can weep.” (Krakauer 132) When Chris passes, Billie obviously gets overwhelmed and feels dejected. Billie’s woe always shows how she feels she could have done more for Chris when he was still around. Overall Chris’ death really makes his parents sad and wish they were there for him before. 


Chris’ decision to go off into the wild also has positive consequences. When Chris leaves for the wild it makes him very happy, even in bad times. For example when he is starving, he writes, “Malnutrition and the road have taken their toll on his body. Over 25 pounds lost. But his spirit is soaring.” (Krakauer 37) Chris’ choice to go into the wild now makes him feel accomplished and happy. It also caused him to finally do something he wants to do. In addition, in Chris’ final hours Krakauer writes, “His face is horribly emaciated, almost skeletal. But if he pitied himself in those last final hours-because he was so young, because he was alone, because his body had betrayed him and his will had let him down-it’s not apparent from the photograph. He is smiling in the picture.” (Krakauer 199) Even though Chris is in a not so great situation nothing can bring him down, he is beaming with happiness. Also since he knows his time is soon, he remains at peace, in the wild. Leaving civilization obviously took its toll on McCandless, but even so it is the decisions that changes him and makes him happy. 


Chris McCandless’ story can really teach readers that all choices have certain outcomes. All in all when people make decisions, they know they will have negative consequences. But they have to make sacrifices sometimes to get to the good outcomes. Everyday everyone makes choices that will affect the people around them negatively and positively, and in life there are always those choices people make that “free” themselves and change them, and that make them who they are.

